











IGNATIUS

ira came home from London with a simple diamond ring and told her friends she
was engaged to a man she’d met two weeks ago, an Italian. “A point for fairness,”
she told her ten-year-old son. “I shouldn’t be penalized because I have a chipped tooth
and too many freckles.”
“Oh, Mom,” said Christopher Wendell. “Teeth and freckles didn’t keep people from
marrying you.”
“It’s that or my personality,” she said.
He tied his face into a thoughtful little knot.”I’'m glad,” he said. He tipped his head to one side.
“I’'m glad you're happy.”

he paralegals clustered around her desk at work. “What are you wearing?” they asked her.
“Whatever ends up in the suitcase,” she said.

Mira wrote “paralegal” on her CV because at thirty-nine being an “administrative assistant”
almost made her weep when she saw it in print. That was her whole history of deception till now.
She could type a hundred words a minute, and she was an okay mother. Once she had tried to
make a list of her strengths in a seminar and these two items were all she could think of. “You
need three,” said the seminar leader, tapping the table with a manicured nail, and Mira took the
thumb-high mini-pencil and scratched down patience.

She told the girls at work that Ignatius had proposed on a rowboat. He'd let the row go slack, and
when he asked she had the impulse to do something impossibly childish, like reach over and hug
his knees. When he kissed her, his mouth tasted like mint and dirt and aloe, growing things.
What did he say? the girls asked. What did he say?

In the late afternoon her ring glinted like fish scales in the sun, winking at her, a shy flirtation.
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‘m marrying a Catholic, Mom. Can you believe it? His name’s Ignatius.” She smelled the
blown-out candle on her mother’s table and thought of the Catholic saints. Rosewood and
prayer, stiff pantyhose and smoke. The little box of the church and its odd comfort.

“You know your father can’t travel,” her mother said. “He’s not exactly sure where he is at the
moment.” She moved like a ship to the kitchen, slow and tender. “Do you and Christopher Wendell
want some of this oatmeal bread? We won't eat it all.”

“How’s Dad?”

“Well, you know. Go talk to him.”

Her father was folded into a blue chair in front of a game show. The room smelled stale.
The drapes had been left open, and the pink-lemonade sunset hit the crest of her father’s bald head.
His ugliness made him look a little holy, a little inhuman; too good for the world. When she touched
his shoulder, he jerked.

“How you feeling, Dad?” Mira said without any calculated brightness in her voice. She didn’t
want to sound like the home aide. She hated the home aide.

“My hip’s dislocated.”

“Oh, well, let’s relocate it. I think that chair just isn’t comfortable.” She knelt and twisted her
father’s body. It was so strange, feeling the heft of his hips. He'd lost weight. He buckled back and
snarled, an animal snarl, and Mira called to her mother, “He says his hip’s dislocated.”

“It was. The doctor fixed that and now he’s fine. He’s just griping.” Her mother appeared in the
doorway with a meal — a snowbank lump of mayonnaise-covered chicken, a small puddle of peas
and corn. “John, did Mira tell you she’s getting married?”

“You get Father Andrews?”

“Dad, I think he’s retired.”

“Father Andrews. St. Thomas Parish.”

“John, he’s retired. Here, eat,” said her mother. She put a tray in front of him and set out the
plate, curled his fingers around a fork.

“He did our wedding,” said her father.

“He didn’t do our wedding, John. Father Collins did our wedding. Eat.”

“The doctor said I can’t drink coffee.”

“We know, dear. Eat.”

John dripped vegetables into his mouth. When Christopher Wendell was a toddler he’'d drive
Mira to distraction by building whole infrastructures with his food, forts, tunnels, bridges.

“If you're going to have the ceremony over there, I'd like to come,” her mother said. “If you're
dead set on having the ceremony over there.”

“It’ll just be in a courtroom.”

“Courtroom fiddlesticks. You said he was Catholic.”

“Is that Roslyn there?” John asked. Roslyn was the home aide. She was reed-thin with pageant
posture, while Mira was round and red-haired and at least a foot shorter. That wasn’t why Mira
hated her. She hated her because Roslyn never made mistakes. And Mira was glad, so breathlessly
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glad Roslyn didn’t make mistakes, but the hatred still coiled up in her and made her dull and quiet
whenever the home aide was around.

“It's Mira, Dad. It’s your daughter. Look. Crazy-haired Mira,” She pulled on an untamed curl.

John grunted.

“What’s going on here?” Mira asked her mother. She waved her hand as if to implicate the
whole apartment, the whole world, in disastrous dealings.

“I'd like to know that myself,” her mother said. She scooped a chicken salad snowball and eased
it into John’s mouth like an offering.

ira’s friend Holly said “Two weeks? Two weeks ago you met? I'm thrilled, I mean,
[ wish you every blessing, but, really? Are you...”
“Yes,” said Mira.
“All right,” Holly shrugged. “Let’s find you a dress.”
Holly wore suits from Talbot’s and scarves with weekend sweaters. She took Mira to a boutique
where the saleswoman fluffed Mira’s curls into a bun and suggested an empire waist. Em-peer waist.
“I thought it was Em-pire waist,” said Mira.
“Tomato, tomahto. It’s tight, find a tailor to let it out a bit,” said the saleswoman.
“What do people mean when they say tomato, tomahto?” Mira asked.
“Six of one, half a dozen of the other,” said Holly.
Mira stuck her toe out of the gown’s folds. It blinked at her, coy as the ring. The blue-painted
nails twinkled. She’d want to wear heels.

ira had gone to London to use up her year’s vacation, when Christopher Wendell
was at science camp, and she started regretting on the plane. The shape of her regret
was turning, tricky. It always settled on a different point—her son. Her parents. Her
selfish sleep, spread out over the double bed. The last man she’d seen, an Internet match, whom
she’d stopped calling simply because whenever she picked up the phone to call him she remembered
something else she’'d rather be doing. The fact that her favorite thing to do in London was to drink
a pint and watch the water, which she could have done at home. Occasionally she’d watch the water
with a newspaper open in front of her, though she couldn’t read more than the first few sentences of
any news story. She tried, but the stories in the beginning were already as interesting as they would
ever be. She lit a candle in Westminster Abbey for her father and hoped he had eaten.
When she got home, the man she’d stopped calling had left her a voicemail saying this was
nice, but. ““The word nice means exactly nothing,” she told Christopher Wendell later. “It can be an
insult as easily as a compliment. It’s just a filler word, really.”
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“So 1f I say somebody’s a nice person I could be insulting them?”

“You could be.”

“What if I call them a good person?”

“Better. But still very vague and general.”

“How about a spectacular person?”

“Oh my,” said Mira. “I might like to be called a spectacular person. That might work.”

gnatius, what a name! Tell me about him,” said Holly in Mira’s living room.
Ignatius Morelli grew up a wine merchant’s son in Italy, and went to Cambridge for school.
He worked as a lawyer. (“Oh, dear,” said Holly.) He had black hair which he trimmed into a

pointed goatee, a diabolic look, but a smart one. He thought Mira had a healthy glow to her body.
(“That’s sweet,” said Holly.)

“He handwrites letters,” said Mira. “With stamps from the British Museum. Did you know
they had stamps?”’

“Anything you can’t stand about him?” Holly asked, tapping her nails against her cheek.
“Iwon't tell.”

“He’s a little too. . .fastidious.”

“Fastidious?”

“Tidy.”

“Is that what that word means?”

“He lines up his pens.”

“I' line up my pens,” said Christopher Wendell, from the computer.

“Yes, you do,” said Mira. “And it’s very annoying.”

“I also fold my own clothes,” he added.

“That I like,” said Mira. She poured Holly a cup of cinnamon tea.

“Is he moving here?”” asked Holly. “Are you moving there?”

Mira looked out the window. It was April and starting to snow. Little puffs. Hardly
a thing. But still. “We haven’t decided,” she said. “We’ve both got parents with early, early,
early-onset Alzheimer’s.”

“How young do you have to be for early-onset?” Holly asked. Her face had softened with just
the right dose of concern.

“Our age. My age. I don’t know actually. Dad’s was only a little early, I didn’t need the
three earlys.”

“Here’s what I always wondered,” said Holly. “When you first get Alzheimer’s, do you know
you're losing your mind?”

“There’s a question,” said Mira. It was what she said to Christopher Wendell when he asked
ridiculous things: How can astronomers count all the stars if they can’t see them? Why don’t
people who have money give it to the people who need it? There’s a question.
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he hadn’t put Christopher Wendell to bed in years but that night she made him a cup of hot
milk with a little chocolate syrup in it.
“What are you going to do about Ignatius?” he asked.

“For the moment?” she chuckled. She pulled on the frayed pink waistband of her pajama pants.
“QGet presents.”

“Oh,” Christopher Wendell said. “Wait. Isn’t that illegal?”

“Not that I'm aware of.”

“Oh.”

“Just dishonest.”

“Oh,” He slurped from the bottom of his cup.

“You just dribbled milk down your shirt front,” she said. “IDid you even notice you were doing that?”’

Christopher Wendell squinted at his wet Star Wars shirt. She smoothed her son’s fine hair.
His father was a sperm donor, good people, Yale-educated. She’d never understood why such
a successful man would donate sperm.

“I’'m not proud of myself,” she said slowly. “But we all lie.”

“I'don’t,” said Christopher Wendell.

“Never? Never, in your life, never, ever, ever?”

He shrugged. “Maybe once. Not on purpose though. Just because I didn’t have all the information.”

“No one has all the information.”

“I bet someone does somewhere,” said Christopher Wendell.

Mira cupped the round bowl of her face in her hands. It would be nice, she thought, if some
mind knew everything. It would be nice if there was God.

n her wedding registry she listed a throw rug, a bookshelf, a teak statue of an elephant,
a hardcover collection of Shakespeare’s plays, a set of really, truly silver silverware, a DVD
documentary about the planet Earth, a waffle iron and an ice cream maker. She'd lost
eleven pounds since London. She looked at her ring finger and felt new and full. She jogged in the
mornings, looking back over her shoulder at her sneaker prints in the thin, timid snow. Holly threw
her a potluck shower with champagne and red velvet cake. Mira got everything she asked for, even
the elephant. Even twin bathrobes and twin towels and a lace-edged photo album.
“Ignatius has a thing about pictures, um, pictures of himself,” she said.
“Is that a cultural issue?”” asked someone.
“It’s an Ignatius issue,” said Mira.
Everyone laughed a little.
“I think it’s a control thing,” said someone else. “Greg always has to be behind the camera.
[ don’t think we have him in a single group shot.”
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Mira wound her way to the kitchen, hazily drunk. She stared into the sink and laughed. She
stayed long enough that Holly sent everyone home. “I was just like this before I got married. I was
all over the place,” Holly said, putting two arms around her. Mira was amazed and somewhat put
off by her friend’s touch, so light, so strong. The two of them and Christopher Wendell finished the
tuna noodle casserole, forks clinking in the middle of a soggy tray. When they spoke, their words
were pasty with mayonnaise.

“Thank God,” said Holly. “Now I don’t have to take that home.”

“People don’t need to give us their leftover food. I don’t know why they feel obligated to,” said
Mira, still thankful, her head on the couch.

“Cake is the best when it’s been in the freezer,” said Christopher Wendell. He carried the pillow
of leftover cake into the freezer and started the dishes.

ira gave her father the His bathrobe. Garden-thick and green, it was the brightest thing

in the whole room. John looked at it suspiciously and tossed it onto his bed. Roslyn

lifted the robe onto a hanger, and Mira hated herself for not doing that in the first
place, then hated Roslyn for her look of serene competence and her you idiot eyes. John had stopped
talking, whether by choice or by compulsion Mira didn’t know. Roslyn fed him, dipped open
his jaw and tucking the spoon inside, poised a napkin under his spitting chin. The woman seemed
to have five hands. Everywhere at once. Mira went into the living room and sat with her mother
and her quiet son.

“I want to know when you are thinking of getting married,” Mira’s mother said, “because I want
to buy a ticket to Italy.”

“You can’t leave Dad, though.”

“The heck I can’t. He’s like a little boy. Just leave him with a babysitter. And you need to get
a place. Those places book up. That’s just the way the world works.”

“I don’t think the world works any particular way.”

“Sure it does, Mira. Sure it does.”

John coughed, and they all went into his room. His eyes were dropped to the floor. Roslyn had
a hand on the back of his head, and she was saying “It’s all right. It’s fine.”

“Thank you, Roslyn. Did he take his meds?” said Mira’s mother, with a peculiar note of tender-
ness and irritation, her eyes on her husband. She didn’t wait for an answer but guided Mira into the
bedroom by the elbow. A wedding dress was laid out on the bed. It was pearl-white and shiny and
looked like it had been pulled off an antique doll.

“It’s very easy to alter,” said Mira’s mother.

“Oh,” said Mira. She didn’t want to say that she had a wedding dress on layaway. Or that
Ignatius would die soon, or leave her for another woman, letting her keep the gifts and the respect.
The skirt lifted itself, a struggling white balloon. It took little breaths of air.
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“Now only if this is what you want. I don’t know if it’s what you want,” Mira’s mother was
speaking too quickly, her hands picking hair out of an old hairbrush, like a nervous child. “I'm just,
when [ have something to be glad about I get a little unstrung.”

This 1s unstrung for you? When I go unstrung there’s feathers and flour on the ceiling, Mira
thought. “Mom,” she said. “I swear to God. I don’t know how you do it.”

“Don’t swear to God,” her mother answered. “I taught you better.”

hristopher Wendell sat cross-legged, facing his grandfather. The two looked like they
were talking and agreeing on some proposition. Any minute, they might shake hands.
A donedeal. Roslyn sat on the swivel chair, poised and straight-spined as an office manager.
Maybe she’'d worked in an office in a past life.

“Does he know who [ am?” Christopher Wendell asked.

“I doubt it, honey,” said Mira’s mother.

“Hmmm,” Christopher Wendell didn’t seem sad; his eyes were alight as if he were considering
a logic puzzle.

“What did you even talk to him about?” Mira asked.

“Everything. Nothing. School. The mysteries of the universe.”

Mira’s mother settled a blanket over her husband’s shoulders, and he wrestled it off, and she
lifted her hands in surrender. “You know what, Roslyn. Mira’s engaged, did I tell you that?”

“No!” said Roslyn. Her big brown moon eyes got even bigger. “Congratulations!”

Mira wiggled the diamond on her doughy finger. A little to the right, a little to the left.
Christopher Wendell gave her a gentle look that drew a finger of fear up her spine.

“I don’t know what I'm going to do,” said Mira.

“You'll figure it out as you go along,” her mother said. Roslyn nodded. “I figured it out,” said
Mira’s mother with a brisk laugh, a laugh sharp enough to cut the air in two, splitting the space
between everyone in the room. John raised his head, then lowered it, then reached out bowed
fingers—his wedding ring yellow and rusty, melting into flesh—to grab a chunk of nothing.
He grinned a little as the nothing slipped out of his hands. P
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A Carefree Summer's Day
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A Straight Odonate Line
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A Little Bit of Oil



BEHAVING

BY GEORGE MOORE

What would we
have
punished in the world:

sleepers a stone’s throw
from morning,
under attitudes
of angry sky?
Ido
often emote without reflection.

The surface grows
dull with enemies.

Who's in the way
of blueness,
who eats the air,

cracks the shell to climb out
undoes the troubles
caused by history?

Martians will not
save us. Oh how sweet that
particular postmodern lullaby.

We must
fall to fly, learn the tricks

of evasion, coming up
for air in attitudes of nowhere
else, nothing more.

These forms so rare
need revision,

in the manner of explosions.
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Spiral Staircase
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Balcony
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Laundry Room



the magic, fantastic

epiphany of 1963

by j. david hollingsworth

On a late summer evening under a pink purple sky, and those long, lingering rays slowly melt into night.
There’s a hundred tiny paparazzi flittering in flight all ‘round my garden, blinking bright yellow green lights.
See these random dots of neon? Was it ever so quiet? And for an hour or so, I might have been a kid again.
You know, we were gonna change the world, but the summer of love shoved us up against the wall, my friend.

LB] jammed us uptight, waist deep in the Big Muddy fight, and the big fool said to push on to the end. But why?

Snapsheots of a Cataclysm

'68, was to me a purple hazed dream, tie-dyed & sweet, rocking & rolling, conflicted; a darkly, irreverent tragedy.
Early on, TV news from Tet & Khe Sahn hit us in the chest like a hard right from Sonny Liston; way too intense.
We smelled the fear in our ears, hearing from our guys overseas a steady drumbeat of terrible heat & dissent &, then
Mai Lai. Lt. Calley went, in “self defense”, to save the village, and for three hours, liberated it down to the ground.
Enough! SNCC took us outside, & Hell No! We won't go! Marching, those non-violent sit-ins & on-campus events.

Back from ‘Nam, to his hometown bowling alley. Don’t come in here, no niggers allowed, no boy, you aint white.
Three young black college kids got dead, shot-gunned in the back, at Orangeburg, in the crowd on that cold night.
Their sacrifice nurtured the Liberty Tree, but we would overcome, and we just had to know; Whose land of the free?
Eldridge Cleaver put up his Soul on Ice, & thousands immediately enlisting in his Revolution. I guess maybe we

should a seen the danger signs, but we had our call to action, a Change Was Gonna Come, aint no calming in sight.

On a quiet April evening he fell in Tennessee, on the Loraine balcony, NO! NO! It can’t be, it can’t be; but it was.
Earl Ray stabbed us again, like before in, '63, his dream, incited, inverted, now burning a violent turmoil, & riot.
A powder keg was set to ignite underneath the Liberty Tree, because people everywhere, WERE going to be free!
Ben Spock went on trial for menacing the system, but his self-sacrifice revealed our very own doubts, & the next

thing we knew, that warning just grew into a bonfire of draft cards, Yessir, and we had a brand new national anthem.

Crumb drew some magical scenes of acid sunshine and green tambourines dancing there in Peoples Park,

while back on the Ponderosa, the Brothers Smothers were paying real hard for their anti-war controversies.
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Cheap Thrills and Strawberry Fields, & blue microdots where nothing was real, but man, It’s Beautiful Day!
Laugh-In turned it all around, and Timmy Leary told us to Tune In, Turn On & Drop Out, but did anybody
really know what time it was, did anybody really care? No, so we grew our hair & sailed Up Up & Away!

In June he had just won in California. On his way to bigger and better things, soaring on the wings of our hopes

and all our dreams that we knew could still come true. We had wished upon a star, you see, we just had to believe

it would happen. He decided, at the last minute to route, sideways, through the kitchen, and in that place the curtain
fell down on the floor. The dream was murdered there, in the glare, and that goddamned Liberty Tree bled some more,

and I thought I saw them walking up on the hill, but how could we ever care, after he was taken, again just like before?

We called out the instigation, we saw something in the air, we felt it in our fingers, and we felt it in our toes, and
the love was all around us, and it came along, to turn on everyone, and for our love we could give everything, so
one Tuesday Afternoon, we cast our fate to the wind. Loyalty to their kind, they could not tolerate our minds,

there in that White Room, gazing through a Glass Onion, some, chasing White Rabbits, some Waiting for the Sun,

yes, the music was all around us, and the love was everywhere in our Cathedral Fillmore, so we just Let it Grow.

Ali was completely locked out of the ring, sidelined, but not jailed, and Ike knocked a hole in one, of all things.

Earl Warren flew off the Court in dismay, & The Prisoner, newly arrived on TV, & docked by the side of the bay.
HAIR let the sun shine in, off-Broadway, and George Wallace tapped Dr. Strangelove; Gen. Curtis LeMay for VP
just as Betty Crocker quietly slipped onto the scene, & the Whole Earth Catalogue laid out a wholesome new day.
Mrs. Robinson seduced a young Graduate, (how plastic!), and McDonald’s had a fantastic new snack; the Big Mac.

The Man in Black went back to Folsom Prison just to sing the blues & our own Fortunate Son, he hitchhiked on
down to Galveston and found her Eight Miles High, living At the Zoo! With nothing to get hung about, man,
we were the Crowns of Creation, Experienced! Now what’s that sound, everybody look what’s goin down!
Marijuana possessions were political crimes. You say you want a Revolution? Expect to do some hard time.

The music’s breathing in the Thirsty Boots and moving beat of a million feet, and the times they were a-raging!

I saw the train wreck coming, I knew there’d be no escape, Abbie Hoffman had his hand at the wheel, boy

that bastard had promises made, and with the whole world watching, in Chicago all those kids in the streets
gave Nixon and Regan the ultimate treats. Yippie! Then, when Tommie Smith and John Carlos in Mexico City,
they raised up their fists, there was no way out to avoid the reckoning; so I flew hard left, heading for Berkley.

But none of it mattered at all, no sir, ‘cause back in June, it seems I walked into an Honest-to-God Happening!

The Epiphany

Mr. Hunter Thompson had a muse unlike any other. You see, he could sit up, turn around, and stare back down
at bunch of self inflicted demons cursing in the ruins of his ego, thriving on punishment & gore. Yes he could.
But not me. Oh no not me. I had a muse with long legs, and blue eyes, and flowers in her hair oh so brown, &
she teased me for years, & years pouring poetry into my soul, but in the end she must have gotten terribly bored,

until one sad day the fickle bitch up and left me for a fat Angel on a really fine Harley Davidson motorcycle.

On the day Bobby was shot, I rode in on the wind, and faded into a scene, surreal, straight from Alice B. Tolkas.
[ was at the Armadillo World Headquarters in Austin Texas, sitting with Lady Madonna, in shock you know.
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Watching Angels in leather trading insults and Jack Daniels, while Hippies so delicately inhaled their colitas,
floating away all day, edgy, bickering, wondering how long this madness would keep on keepin’ on, & on, & on.

Then Jesus Christ, with Mr. Kite, arrived with Wolfe & Castaneda, & a troupe of dancing shamans for the show.

The absurdity impressed us quite a lot, but when Carlos started cart wheeling in the Texas dirt, all those Angels got
nervous real quick, so they split, roaring off on their big hogs for the east coast, & New York City, taking my pretty muse,
with them too. And there I was, lost & hurt & lookin’ at Jesus himself, mostly embarrassed & bedeviled.

Over on Mt. Bonnell, to the left, Hunter refereed Carlos and Wolfe in a nasty, brainy, insult melee, while I waited,

awkwardly, until finally Jesus looked up, winked, and said, with a grin, “Well kid, what are you gonna do now?”

“I dunno”, I musta shrugged, and He said, “Don’t worry kid, it'll come to you later, I'll promise you that buster.”

So I stuck out my thumb for South Padre Island, to test out His theory, just like it was before, out on Highway 61.
Now, South Padre is where the girls from Ipanema get resurrected real good on white sands every Easter, yes they do.
On South Padre the moon looks like the eye of Cyclops, son, but incredibly huge, like everything else in Texas does.
Deep in the heart; the White Birds & peyote grow wild and free for you and me, way down south on Island Padre.

I slept out on the beach, my soul for to keep, and dreamed a revelation of redemption or maybe reward; & suddenly
Ken Kesey’s bus, finely silhouetted, flew over the moon, just like that kid in ET, a sentimental, metaphysical bomber,
Neil Cassady’s knuckles were whiter than Mt. Rainier under sunshine when abruptly he rose up to veer left really hard
& there was Jesus hanging onto the back door of that bus with one arm pointing like a rudder, flying free swaying.

He's steering high, straight across the universe, magically touring just like Lucy way up in the diamond studded sky.

»

Jesus yelled, out for me, “Avoid the greed, kid, love is all you need, try not to pass me by, & have a little faith, baby!
Waving back, I said, “Thanks a lot man”, & watched as that bus slowly dissolved like ice cream into the full Moon.
A year later, Mr. Neil Armstrong got up there, jet propelled, in a tin can, & he took a giant step for everybody, on TV,
but I knew that Neil Cassady and Jesus had already beaten him to the punch, yes it was true, earlier that June in 1968.

And that’s the way it was; I think, therefore I'll always have a dream, but now, no matter what, I could just Let it Be.

References to Music, Lyrics, Persons, and Events in Order of Appearance:

The Summer of Love: The pinnacle of Haight- Ashbury counter-culture activity in San Francisco

during the summer of 1967.

“Waist Deep In the Big Muddy” Folk Singer Pete Seeger performed his controversial anti-war song on the
Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour in 1968.

Purple Haze Title song by Jimi Hendrix.
Tet & Khe Sahn Crucial battles in the Vietnam War, marking the loss of popular support
for the war.

Mai Lai. Lt. Calley The Mai Lai Massacre; in March of 1968 a unit of the US Army, under
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Orangeburg Massacre

Soul on Ice

“A Change is Gonna Come’
Loraine balcony
“People Got to be Free”

Benjamin Spock

R. Crumb

’

direct orders to destroy the village and everything in it, murdered hundreds
(some accounts place the number over 500) of unarmed civilians at the
hamlet of Mai Lai. Nearly all of the victims were women, children, babies,
and elderly people. Many of the victims were sexually abused, beaten and
tortured. The village was burned to the ground, and the massacre lasted
over 3 hours. The killings were finally stopped by the efforts of Warrant
Officer Hugh Thompson Jr., who maneuvered his helicopter and trained
his weapons on US troops and advised that he would open fire if the
killings continued. He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, and
his crew was awarded Bronze Star medals. They all received hate mail and
death threats when they went back to the US, some found dead animals

on their doorsteps. After the massacre was made public, conservatives
began to blame the press for our “defeat” in Vietnam. The Army attempted
to cover-up the incident, but failed to do so, and in 1970 Court Martial
proceedings began. Only Lt. William Calley was convicted of any criminal
activity, and then President Richard Nixon released him from prison.
Some have said that the Mai Lai trial was a reversal of the findings and

sentences at Nuremburg.

A Vietnam Vet. Returning to his hometown of Orangeburg N.C. in Feb.
1968 was refused entry to the bowling alley due to Jim Crow laws. Within
24 hours, a crowd of 200 gathered, and a riot broke out. In the end, over
50 were injured by police gunfire, and three black college students were
dead from shotgun blasts to the back. The police were not charged with

any crime.

A series of essays by Eldridge Cleaver, written in prison, became an
intellectual foundation of the Black Panther Party. Cleaver himself ran

for President on the Peace and Freedom Party ticket.

Recorded in 1963, this Sam Cooke song became a Civil Rights Anthem.
Martin Luther King was murdered at this motel in Memphis, Tennessee..
Title song by the Rascals, released in 1968.

Americas leading pediatrician, author of Baby and Child Care. was put
on trial in 1968 for conspiracy. The charge grew out of his anti-war activities
and his encouragement to young people to resist the war. Soon after, college

students began burning their draft cards en masse all during the year.

[Nlustrator and “underground” comic artist working in the San Francisco

bay area during he 60’s & ‘70’s.
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Acid sunshine

“Green Tambourine”

Peoples Park

The Smothers Brothers

“Cheap Thrills”

“Strawberry Fields”

blue microdots
“It’s A Beautiful Day”

“Does anybody Really Know
What Time it Is?”

“Up UP & Away”’

In June he had just won in California...

“and I thought I saw them walking
up on the hill”

“call out the instigation...”

“we felt in our fingers & we felt

in our toes”

“it came along to turn on everyone”

“for our love we could give everything”’

“Tuesday Afternoon”
“Cast Your Fate to the Wind”

“Loyalty to their Kind...”

LSD

The Lemon Pipers song was popular in 1968, the sound is distinctively

psychedelic.

In Berkley, CA, this park was the center of a number of confrontations
between students and the authorities between 1967 and 1969. Governor
elect Ronald Regan ordered an armed confrontation between California
Highway Patrol and student activists in 1969, one activist was killed by
a shotgun blast.

Their variety show on CBS was finally canceled because of ongoing conflicts
over the content of the material that the Smothers Brothers insisted in

airing. They often used their show to promote anti-war sentiment.
A 1968 album by Big Brother & the Holding Company, featuring Janis Joplin.

Refers to the song Strawberry Fields Forever, on the Beatles, 1968 album
“Magical Mystery Tour”, the lyric “where nothing is real” is from the

same song.
LSD

San Francisco psychedelic rock band popular in 1968.

Song by the rock band “Chicago”, popular in 1968.
Song by the 5th Dimension, popular in1968.

Refers to the assassination of Bobby Kennedy.

Lyric from Dion’s 1968 song “Abraham, Martin & John”.

Lyric from Thunderclap Newman'’s hit; “Something in the Air”.

Paraphrases a lyric from the Trog’s ; “Love is All Around”.
Paraphrases a lyric from “Sexy Sadie, The Beatles “White Album”.
Lyric from the Yardbirds “For Your Love”.

Title song from the Moody Blues album “Days of Futures Past”.
Jazz instrumental popular during 1968.

From the Jefferson Airplane song “Crown of Creation”.
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“White Room”
“Glass Onion”
“White Rabbit”

“Waiting for the Sun’

The Fillmore

“Let it Grow”

“The Man in Black...”

“Fortunate Son”
“Galveston”

“Eight Miles High”

“At the Zoo”

“nothing to get hung about”

“Experienced”

“now what’s that sound...”

Thirsty Boots

Abbie Hoffman & Chicago

Tommie Smith and John Carlos

“Ride the Wind”
Alice B. Tolkas

Armadillo World Headquarters

Title song by “Cream” with Eric Clapton.

Title song from the Beatles “White Album”.

Title song from Jefferson Airplanes “Crown of Creation”
Title Song from the Doors album, ‘“Waiting for the Sun”.

A famous music auditorium in San Francisco, it was the center of ‘60’s

counter culture rock & roll concerts.
Title Song by “Cream” with Eric Clapton.

Johnny Cash, returned to Folsom Prison in 1968 to perform a concert,

and released “Folsom Prison Blues”.

Title of an anti-war song by Credence Clearwater Revival, 1968.
Title song made popular by Glen Campbell, 1968.

Title song by the Byrds, popular in 1968.

Title song by Simon & Garfunkle, popular in1968.

Lyric from Strawberry Fields”, the Beatles, “Magical Mystery Tour”.
Title of Jimi Hendrix album from 1968..

lyric from “For What it’s Worth”, by the Buffalo Springfield; By 1968,

this song had become an anti-war anthem
Folk song and Civil Rights anthem.

The 1969 Chicago Democratic convention, when thousands of anti-war
protesters clashed with Chicago police. ““The whole world’s watching” was

chanted by the crowd and became a rallying cry during and after the event.

While collecting their gold and bronze medals at the Mexico City
Olympics in 1968, these two US Athletes raised their black gloved fists
in the black power salute on the Olympic podium, making a powerful

and controversial political statement.
Title song by The Youngbloods.
References the 1968. Peter Sellers movie “I Love You Alice B. Tolkas”.

Before it became a music venue, in 1970, it was rumored to be a meeting

place for Texas radicals.
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“keep on keepin’ on”
“Lady Madonna”

Mzr. Kite

Tom Wolfe and Carlos Castaneda

“Highway 61”
“The Girl from Ipanema”
“White Bird”

Neil Cassady

“Across the Universe”
“magically touring”
“Lucy in the Sky”

“Let it Be”

Bob Dylan used this phrase often in his songs throughout his career.
Title song by the Beatles, released as a single in 1968.

References a character in the Beatles song, ‘“Being for the Benefit of

Mr. Kite” from the album “Sgt. Peppers Lonely Hearts Club Band”.

Both published important books in 1968. Wolfe: The Electric Kool-Aid
Acid Test. Castaneda: The Teachings of Don Juan.

Title song by Bob Dylan, from “Highway 61 Revisited”.
References a popular bossa nova song popular in the ‘60’s.
Title song by It’s a Beautiful Day.

A central figure in the Beat Generation and the San Francisco counter-
culture. He traveled extensively with Jack Kerouac. One of Kerouac’s
characters is based on Cassady, and he was mentioned in Allen Ginsburg’s
Howl. Later he drove the bus for Ken Kesey’s Merry Pranksters across
the US, as described in Tom Wolfe’s The Electric Acid Kool-Aid Test.
Mr. Cassady died mysteriously in Mexico early in the year of 1968.

Title song by the Beatles.
References the “Magical Mystery Tour” by the Beatles.
References “Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds” by the Beatles.

Title song from the Beatles last album, “Let it Be”.



BY TAYLOR BROWN

aker stepped rock to rock, downward, his bare toes gnarled for traction on the slick-tilted
planes of river rock. He watched for gaps that could swallow a leg, angles that could
break an ankle. His palms were sweaty, a loose-handled satchel gripped in one hand.

Below him the river hissed and whorled, eddied drunkenly at elbowed corners of
boulder-rock, then jetted whitely ahead, rapid-foamed, and Baker knew the real danger lay
in the black-shooting hydraulics that ran beneath the surface, that could knock you from
standing and hurl you crammed under a hunk of rock old as the world, leave you there amid
the bone-jammed carcasses of deer and dogs and children gone missing.

That would never be him, he told himself. His thirteen-year body was muscled and lean
this summer, hand-made himself in the high-school weightroom, looking to play tailback
come sophomore year. A match for near anything short of the varsity defensive line. They still
outweighed him by nearly a hundred pounds a man. But his time would come, he told himself.
Would come.

He reached a big flat-topped hunk of rock, big as a Volkswagon. Perfect for sunbathing if
the climb down wasn’t so tough. There were many other paths to the river, easier ones, which
his scanty-clad peers used on weekends to find sun-tilted planes to lay out over the water, to
drink beers and frolic and tan.

But days like today Baker preferred the shade of the covered bridge. The covered bridge had
been there as long as he could remember, red-roofed, past it a ten house community of working
families who'd built it. That was Moss land up there, or had been—Moss his mother’s family.
All the houses up there had been of one side that family or the other, blood or marriage. But
now those houses were gone, leveled, the families paid out well to move somewhere else, to
the edge of Lake Lure mostly, making room for the luxury homes planned to go in their place,
thirty homes where there used to be ten.
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On the high side of the land, where the earth went shallow before the rising crust of rock,
was the graveyard where his mother was buried, the dirt churned black over her grave.

Baker crossed the big flat rock and climbed down the other side, into the shadowed cool

of the bridge. He sat on a chair-shaped rock, his feet dangling in the black rush of water, and
opened the satchel he carried with him.
Flowers. Day lilies mostly, red-orange as a girl’s summery lips, and azaleas too, these his
mother’s. Dead now but not yet the seeds she’d sewn. Not yet. His father wanted them cut,
gone. He didn’t care how or where. Baker had scythed them down this morning with his
pocketknife, pulling handfuls of them taut like you would a throat before cutting. They came
loose, light as air, flowering from his hand, pedals tickling his skin like fingertips.

They’d buried his mother in a casket, full-bodied, instead of cremating her to ash, as she’d
wished. He didn’t know how it all came about, probably something to do with his father’s
family, Presbyterians all. They did not believe in degrading the body, as though they’'d never
seen the rotting carcasses of livestock mangled in barbed fencing, as though that degradation
didn’t transpire in a person’s coffin.

Baker palmed a handful of flowers from the satchel, their brightness undiminished by the
shade. He examined the petals, so tender. The day lilies you could eat. His father used to make
day lily fritter, batter-fried golden. Baker lowered his upturned palm toward the rush of water,
the bottom-stones long smoothed by hydraulic action, no edges to them, serene despite the
torrents that ripped over them year on year.

A clamor downstream stilled his hand. He looked up. Bare-backed locals were standing up
on their rocks, dumping coolers of silver beer cans into the river, throwing away ziplock baggies
of weed and pills. Uniformed men were descending the weekend trails, shuffle-footed, hands
steadying their sidearms, black sunglasses down-tilted to watch their steps.

The cops never bothered anyone out here, no one local, not until now. Baker heard steps
above him, on the slatted pine of the bridge, then on rock.

“You, boy, get up here.”

Baker looked up and squinted at a black shape thinned against the overwhelming power
of the sun. He nodded and started back the way he’d come.

“Bring that bag with you. That’s the reason you're coming up here.”

Baker nodded and stooped down to pick up the satchel and climbed four-limbed up the
rocky creekside, his dry skin making good friction against the crags, the bag draped over his
articulating shoulder.

He stood finally before the policeman, a young man with a starched shirt and shaved head.

“Let’s see the bag,” he said.

Baker handed it to him, his heart beating like he’d done something wrong.

The police officer swiped open the satchel with a rigid hand, cocked his head to see inside
the black well of cloth.

“What you got in here?”

Baker swallowed. “Flowers, sir.”
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The man’s brow crinkled.

“Flowers?”

He shook the bag over a random-hewn stone, just a few of the orange and pink flowerheads falling
upturned like bright propellers onto the rock. Pink and purple, some red. The lilies orange.

“These some kind of funky flowers, edible?”

“No, sir. Those is just day lilies, and those others azaleas, my mother’s.”

“Your mother’s?”

“Yes, sir.”

The man squinted at him, suspicious. “What's a boy like you doing with all them flowers?”

Baker stiffened. “Nothing,” he said, too quick.

The policeman nodded his head like he was beginning to understand. “Son, ain’t nothing
illegal about being a—"

“They’re just pretty is all,” said Baker.

The man looked down at the bladed petals, like flowers from rock. He cocked his head from
one side to the other. After a moment he exhaled.

“Shit,” he said, “I reckon they are.”

He handed the bag back to Baker and looked over his shoulder. He was young, his face
round, unlined.

“Listen,” he said. “You best just get on out of here. There’ll only be trouble down here
today.” Henodded downriver, boys chest-puffed against handcuffs, their girlfriends hip-leaned
toward their badged captors, flirting for freedom. “You don’t want any trouble, I'd get on.”

Baker nodded and squatted down to gather up the loose-strewn flowers before walking back
the way he’d come, walking quick and light as he could to salvage his soles against the scorch
of the blacktop.

At home he placed the satchel in the garage refrigerator, where they kept beer and soft
drinks, placing it in one of the empty vegetable drawers where his father wouldn’t notice.

“Where you been?” his father asked, looking up from his paper.

“Down at the river.”

“Don’t you got a gym regimen to keep up?”

“It’s Sunday.”

“My day, there weren’t no days of rest.”

And look where that got you, thought Baker. He looked out the bay window, the glass
heat-warped, to the hills rising green-folded from their yard, steep as walls. You could not even
see the tops of them from inside the house. You had to be out there, right underneath them,
looking straight heavenward like a kid in the front row of a movie theater, a trick of angles
keeping you from ever seeing the peak, the summit, only the last ledge of barefaced granite you
couldn’t ever reach.
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“You take care of them flowers?”

“Yes sir. Buried them. Full-stemmed I did.”

“What's that matter?”

Baker shrugged. “Reckon it don’t.”

“Well, you best just stay away from the river. I hear they're trying to pre-sell half them
homes before the bulldozers even get cranked. They don’t want no riff-raff hanging round the
river, scaring off them buyers from Charlotte, Atlanta.”

“Yes sir.”

Come midnight, Baker was huddled underneath the covered bridge, his bedroom window
agape some mile distant, the satchel left in the fridge, too risky to wake his father.

Diesel hulks roared and smoked on the far hillside, angular earthmovers with square white
eyes. Baker heard more of them traverse the bridge above him, tank treads squeaking like
reinforcements. Long drips of oil fell through the slats overhead. Tiny spouts of steam hissed
on the cold black water.

Baker was rigid with gooseflesh, his skin alien on him, the fine mist off the running
snowmelt so cooling in daytime, so frigid at night, no sun to fight the cold. He’d not expected
this, gone barefoot as always, his black wife-beater worn as camouflage.

A wooden fence was going up around the perimeter of the community, head-high and
barbed ornately with gold-tipped spires.

His mother had owned a parcel of land up there, a half acre was all, but green and unbuilt,
willed to his father at her death. A short walk through sparse trees to the Moss firepit, the banjo
and mandolin and yearn-filled voices of singing kin. He'd always thought he’d live there, now
sold alongside all the Moss land, his father’s doing.

Baker palmed the hard square-cut piling beside him, the wood damp-dark over the gush
of water, like a tide had risen when he wasn’t here. He held his hand there, flat-palmed, and felt
the fine mist against his knuckles, the wood darkened by invisible flecks of spray. The wood
was unsodden by so much whitewater, just as sturdy as the days it stood living from the earth,
bark-bound and leafed.

He patted the wood and slid his hand upward, against the grain, asking for splinters.
His hand disappeared into the shadowed joinery overhead.

Senior walked down the stairs stiff-jointed, skipping the loose and rickety steps where
news of his going might groan into the upper reaches of the house and wake his boy. He snuck
a six-pack from the back of the garage fridge and walked out toward his shed, through the yard,
weaving between the broken white flagstones, the grass crackly and cool underneath his bare feet.
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The tin corrugation of the shed held a strange luster in the darkness, like it lagged behind
the rest of the world, still reflecting the last glimmer of dusk.

For most his days he’'d been a dynamiter in the rock quarries all around the state. They
would send him rappelling down sheer rock walls with his rope, his gear, his explosives. All day
he’d drill one-inch holes in the naked exposure of rock, striated century on century, and neatly
insert his sticks of TN'T, running fuses from the blasting caps to the T-handled detonator on
a far ledge. At end of day he’d watch his handiwork blow dust-white towers into the blue sky,
eons of granite and shale blasted heavenward, broken, raining down hotly into the carved-out
bowl of earth, there to await the trucks, the grinders, the stone-cutters.

That was until the fall, his broken back. The doctors told him he’'d been lucky his spinal
cord wasn’t cut, no paralysis. He walked carefully now, stiff-spined, like something might still
slip, some sharp-edged bone fragment of his past cut his legs from underneath him.

He opened the shed and stepped into the dark. Found the cache of candlestick dynamite
hidden in a cardboard box labeled X-MAS LIGHTS. He started descending the path through
the woods, three sticks in hand, the six-pack under his arm.

Senior’s johnboat floated silently in the middle of the lake, the moon an ovate silver sheen
across the surface. It did not touch the quadrant of black water he’d chosen.

He slurped the last sip from a can and set the crushed aluminum in a bucket alongside
its companions. He lit a cigarette and inhaled, then touched off a TNT fuse with the ash.
It crackled like a sparkler. He tossed the stick over the side, the white spark haloing through
the air. It hissed when it struck the surface, sank.

Senior leaned to watch, one forearm shielding half his face. The dynamite had come with 60
second fuses, but he’d cut them down to 15 seconds, timed to blow like depth charges. In his
day he could eye a fuse better than anyone. He'd won many a bet over fuses crackling nakedly
against the white rock-dust of the quarries, cutting them by sight alone to burn a given number
of seconds.

He waited, watching the white spark descend deeper, deeper. Nearly disappear, the seconds
down to one. The white seed exploded ball-shaped from the depths, outburst like a supernova,
the lake suddenly electric with power, illuminated, the depths exposed white-lit a single second,
the hull hovering suddenly high and weightless, as in air, over a sunken rowboat, tiny from such
height, and schools of stunned fish, limbic and unswimming, their scales silver-struck.

Senior sat back in the boat, looked heavenward, blinded. He closed his eyes and imagined
the fish rising all around him, white-bellied, their bladders ruptured, specking the black
surface in droves. He palmed his way around the bottom of the boat, found the net.
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“Trout for breakfast?” asked Baker. “We never eat nothing but fish around here. Don’t
seem natural.”

Senior waved the greasy spatula in his direction.

“Jesus Christ was a fisherman, boy. And I never heard him getting huffy about it.”

“Well,” said Baker, “seems like we might could stretch for something different every once
in awhile, what with all that land money.”

Senior set the thick china plate down hard before his son, the silverware rattling on the
table. Flaky pink meat bleeding a yellow pool of butter. Then he set down his own plate, hard
too, and took his seat at the head of the table, Baker at his right hand, an empty chair across
from him.

“Let’s say grace,” said Senior.

“Grace,” said Baker, picking up his fork.

By nightfall Baker had already crossed the bridge onto the old Moss land. The workers
were on dinner break, or maybe changing from dayshift to night. No one was hardly around.
He walked up across the construction site and up the far slope to where the headstones
shouldered out of the hard earth in broken formation, his mother’s the whitest.

There were no pretties to grace them, no glass vases or new-cut flowers or notes
hand-scribbled for the dead to read. He knelt over his mother’s grave bare-kneed, the earth
still soft and dark, and the ground here felt warmer, safer, like some remainder of warmth and
running blood infused the ground. Some spirit. He spread his hands flat to the dirt, soaking
what he could through his palms, and then he clenched handfuls of the black dirt in his fists,
let go and clenched more, his hands burrowing of their own accord, like animals for warmth
or to escape some predator.

“Hey, boy! Get away from there!”

Baker bolted upright, black-handed, his eyes wide. A big man in a hardhat was barreling
toward him, his finger pointed in judgment. Baker looked down at himself, his hands, the
torn-up earth between his bare feet. He took off running down the slope, heard the man yelling
behind him.

“Graverobber!”

Bobcats and backhoes littered the hillside, stacks of wood, and men suddenly everywhere,

stepping down from newly-arrived trucks, big men with hardhats that gleamed under the
halogen worklights flickering to life in the dusk.
Baker felt his velocity build, faster and faster downhill. A workman lurched from behind
a yellow digger and Baker dodged him, spinning, running straight again until another man,
this one white-chested and tattooed, hunkered low before him, readied. Baker juked left, right,
too quick to follow. The man crumpled before him, as if spell-struck, and Baker shot past.
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He vaulted a sawhorse table from a higher ledge, the angles right, and landed sure-footed,
still running, and felt something whelm up in his lungs, the hot rasp of exertion but something
else too, the river nearing, the bridge, his power crescent, too fleet-footed to be caught, and he
was almost there when the blindside came, exploding skull to skull from the right, his footing
lost, his body wheeling downhill, rag-dolled, toward the river rock.

He woke to a halo of grim faces arched over him, above them the bruise of dusk. The square
and hair-grizzled jaws were moving but he heard nothing save the monotone ring inside his
skull, like a far-off siren.

He turned from the faces, saw where the river ran sunken through crag-rock only a few
steps away, the covered bridge straddling the silent sluice of dark water like a shelter of some
kind, red-shingled and shadowed from heavy snows and the mean-boring sun.

The voices started to break through the ringing, but barely, like the low gush of running
water. More pleasant the lightning bugs, their bulbs flickering yellow like the tiny lanterns
of tiny men, moment-bright and gone.

Baker sat up, his world dizzied, and started to stand. A heavy hand kept his butt to the ground.
He could not quite decipher the exact words delivered him, their separate shapes and meanings,
but understood their message. That he could not come back here. That his kind was not welcome.
No dirty-footed mountain trash, no black-handed graverobbers. No trespassing.

“Moss,” he told them. “My mother was a Moss.”

No exceptions, they said. No names carried extra weight, especially names they’d never heard
of, like Moss.

Arms hooked underneath his armpits and lifted him to his feet, dizzied, no surety in the
ground underneath his feet. Hands ushered him toward the open maw of the covered bridge,
that once shelter, now like a tunnel bored through the air where none was needed, a one-way
path to his past, no future of Moss land, not even a grave.

His feet crossed the slatted pine of the bridge, the river hissing darkly beneath him, the
rocks jagged and black and wet. All around was shadow, night come early in the shingled
darkness. Ahead the outlet, the squared light of dusk, the old mountain highway whose
broken shoulder would lead him back to his father’s house.

He crossed the threshold, stood, turned to look back the way he’d come. A lightning
bug drifted before him, the vertical body and disc-like wings hovering like a miniature
hummingbird, that delicate. The white bulb on the tail ignited, yellow-lit, and Baker reached
out and caught the luminous being in the hollow of his cupped palms. He could feel the tickling
flutter of tiny wings.

He looked up the darkening slope of the hillside, past the gold-spired fencing and the
earth-moving equipment, past the worklamps and helmeted men, to the sparse stand
of trees where his mother lay buried. So far-off, and not but one way across, this bridge,
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and that thwarted by men at the far threshold, their arms crossed, their bodies growing
one-dimensional in the falling dark, silhouettes only, dark and unyielding as a wall themselves.

Baker clenched his hands into a double-handed fist, maddened and powerless. He wanted
recourse, had none. No way to tell them this bridge was his past, this land his future. No voice
they would hark, no sledge but his brittle knuckles. He unmade his two hands until they made
a prayer shape against his chest.

Only later, after hiking most of the way home, the broken-shouldered highway rising
crookedly into the dark upper reaches of the mountains before him, did he open his hands from
their steepled place against his chest and see the crescent smear in his palms, luminosity burst
against the black lines of grave-dirt. A sad sight to behold, sadder still because he could think
of no other end to the short dream of holding the world intact.

He kept on walking, calm-hearted despite the ringing in his concussed skull, walking
another mile up the mountain hollows to the dark country of his home, his father’s house,

the glimmering shed where his father kept the Christmas lights hidden from his son, or
thought he did.

Come dawn, the blue-ridged highlands grew around the flat mirror of the lake, upthrust,
their peaks articulated out of darkness against the rising light. Senior’s johnboat chugged across
the water in blue puffs of smoke. He pulled up to the warped dock where he stored the boat
and tied it to a rusted cleat. He climbed out, another night’s catch heavy over his shoulder, and
zigzagged down the uneven planking, no sleep to steady him.

He needed to sell off his catch while it was fresh, and the riverfront grills would already
be opening, happy to buy fresh fish at a big discount, no questions asked. He trudged toward
town. Before sunup there were few police around to ask questions, no heat to turn his catch
foul-smelling and unsellable.

All night, his boy’s dinnertime bitterness had stung in his mind. Senior had only done like
the rest of the family, the Mosses, selling off the land at a good price, and the money he’d stuck
in a trust for the boy’s future, college or tech school or something. Baker believed he could get
a full ride playing football, despite his size, and maybe he could. Still, he needed a way to bridge
one future to another, should the first go crooked of its aim. In Senior’s experience, only money
and firepower made you any kind of real change in the world.

Senior stood on the deck of the river grill, the chairs still stacked on the tables, most his catch
sold off to the cook preparing for Sunday brunch. The cook had thrown in a can of cold beer, and
Senior popped the ice-crusted top and slurped the contents, the river flowing past in white v’s
around jagged hunks of rock like the kind he’d blasted once from sheer mountainsides.
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He was thinking of that, his past, when a boom exploded in his chest, a blast from upriver.
Senior dropped to his knees, his ears ringing, his beer foaming across the deck. No one else
in the county had the explosives for that kind of blast.

No one else.

He was still on his knees, his hands gripping the deck railing, his eyes set stinging on the
water, watching for debris, for blood, when the flowers came cascading down the dark shoots
of water in bright flurries, wheeling and fresh, the petals like frozen outbursts of color. He saw
them and knew they were lilies and azaleas cut long-stemmed from his wife’s garden, cut by his
boy, flourishing the river like some kind of parade, and Senior thought of the short-cut fuses of
his dynamite, cut to blow so much quicker than the labels read, and he could think of nothing
but his boy, his boy.

He closed his eyes to the blossoming flood, the terrible hemorrhage of beauty in the river,
and crumpled fully to the deck, hearing only the river run onward, so jagged-toothed and sweet,
its voice unchanged before tragedy and beauty both. P



RETURNING FROM
RANNEY RANCH

by Blue Renner

Watermelon sky pulls my truck
down road. Pink tears stream
from the corners of my eyes

blur this morning’s first stretches of dawn.

My New Mexico rubs night

from the corners of his eyes.

Fall into step with this landscape.
Watch the pull back of bedcovers
as day pads into sun blush of light

mountains breath, bold in this morning.

The gas pedal silver and loose,

clingy winds tangle me.

Never seen this mountain complexion,
dewy, without hours of make-up,
before it can sneak into day, then night again,

its Pifion pine skin pure

freckled with fawns and buffalo grasses—

prairie sage gently towels, pats it dry.

Through the window,

sweet trace of weathered leather,

new hay. Dust. I hang onto every single tumble
weed as it spills into my path.

Help me, I lean into the steering wheel.

Help the way I hold onto my horses.
Bring me the right saddle.

PHOTO BY CARLA ROBINSON
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